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Water Quality Standards Advisory Committee 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Thursday, October 10, 2013   1:30 pm – 3:30 pm  
Department of Environmental Services    

Rooms 112/113/114 
29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 

 
Attendees 
Name Organization 
Dan Blais Home Builders and Remodelers’ Association of NH 
Sam Demeritt NH Wildlife Federation 
John Hodsdon NH Farm Bureau Federation 
John Magee NH Fish & Game Department 
Mike Metcalf NH Water Works Association 
Eileen Miller NH Association of Conservation Districts 
Allan Palmer Rivers Management Advisory Committee 
Ken Rhodes Associated General Contractors of NH 
William Schroeder NH Lakes Association 
Michael Parsont NH Association of Natural Resource Scientists 
Malcolm Butler Water Council 
Mark Hutchins Normandeau Associates 
Jennifer Jacobs University of New Hampshire 

 
DES Attendees 
Ted Diers 
Philip Trowbridge 
Gregg Comstock 

Ken Edwardson 
Rick Chormann 

 
1)  Introductions                 
The meeting began with a round of introductions.  

 
2)  Approval of the 7/11/2013 meeting minutes 
The minutes for the 7/11/13 meeting were approved with one correction. On page 2, the 
following correction was made: “There are also challenges associated with interpreting results, 
given that every measurement could have its old own criteria.”  
 
3)  Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for a 2-year Term 
The following slate of officers was proposed and approved for the 2014-2015 term:  

Dan Blais, Chair 
Ken Rhodes, Vice Chair 

 
The committee thanked Bill Schroeder for his many years of service as Chair. 
 
4)  EPA Proposed Changes to 40 CFR 131 - Water Quality Standards Regulatory 
Clarifications 
Ellen Weitzler was originally scheduled to give this presentation but could not attend the meeting 
due to the federal government shutdown. Phil Trowbridge provided a brief summary of the 
changes to 40 CFR 131 proposed by EPA. Information on the proposed rule changes can be 
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found at: http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/lawsguidance/wqs_index.cfm. DES has some concerns 
about the proposed changes to the Antidegradation section of the rules. The new wording of the 
rules might make an alternatives analysis mandatory for all state decisions. DES has concerns 
about staff resources required to perform these analyses. DES will work with the New England 
Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission on a joint letter to EPA regarding the rules. New 
Hampshire’s surface water quality regulations and policies are already compliant with the other 
proposed changes to the federal regulations. 
 
5)  Topics and Schedule for Updating NH Surface Water Quality Regulations   
Phil Trowbridge reviewed the current list updates that are planned for Env-Wq 1700 and the 
schedule for the proposed rulemaking (see list below). DES requested assistance from the 
WQSAC in keeping their constituencies informed of what rule change are being proposed and 
what the changes mean. 
 

Current list of topics under consideration: 
• Update toxics criteria with latest nationally recommended criteria 

o Ammonia criteria 
• Compliance schedules 
• Definitions of designated uses 
• Minor deficiencies identified by EPA during 2013 WQS review  

o Geothermal cooling water exemption in 1708.09(c) 
• Some changes regarding antidegradation and variances may be needed if the proposed 

changes to 40 CFR 131 are adopted 
 
6)  NH Stream Thermal Regimes in a Regional Context 
Dr. Jennifer Jacobs of UNH presented a summary of her research on water temperature in New 
England streams. One useful metric for cold water fish habitat appears to be the 7-day minimum 
water temperature for July or July-August.  This metric is calculated by calculating the daily 
minimum temperature, calculating the average of the daily minimum temperature over a rolling 
7-day window, and then reporting the maximum value over the period of interest (e.g., July-
August). Cold water fisheries tend to occur when this metric is <20 degrees C. Research is still 
ongoing. 
  
7) Other Business 
Dan Blais gave a summary of a meeting held between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, DES, 
and the Home Builders and Remodelers’ Association of NH regarding the draft New England 
General Permit for minimal impact activities. The group provided comments to the ACOE 
regarding jurisdiction, staff resources, NH’s wetland permitting process, and the proposed “area 
of interest” for vernal pools.  
 
8) Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:55 pm. 
 


